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118 THE POLYNESIAN RACE.

while skirting the upper borders of Chaldea on their mierg-
tion through Asia Minor. At any rate, this Simﬂ{u'it; in
a matter of detail of preparation cannot well be considered
as a coincidence under pressure of similar circumstanceg
but was more likely an engraftment in different direction;
from a common source and a once common religious ideg,

The idea of holy water as a co-efficient in religious
ceremonies was common to the Oriental nations. The
Jews only borrowed their Laver from others, And the
metaphysical explanation of the Hawailans is perhaps as
ancient a conception of the action of the sun on the ocean
as any on record.

Cities of Hefuge.

Some stress has been laid on the peculiar institution
called “ cities of refuge,” Hawaiian, Puu-honue, which wag
found to 1}@9 obtained among the Polynesians, especially
the Hawalians, and which has been quoted as another in-
stance of Hebraic influence upon the customs and culture
(_)f tlile I'Iawauans.. Cities of refuve, however, were not an
institution peculiar to the Hebrews, and originating with
them. They existed in the time of ancient Greece, We
read of the temple of Ceres at Hermione, in Argolis, which
was a similar institution ; and there were numerous others

- 3
both therg and elsewhere, where Cushite influence had
modified the customs and moulded the culte of the people
on its own pattern.

The Division of the Year, de.

The Polynesians divided the year into seasons, months,
and days. The seasons—7awu or Kuu—of the year were
g?nerally two, the rainy or winter season, and the dry or
Summer season, varying according to the particular situa-
tfon of the group, either north or south of the equator,
The commencement of the seasons, however, were regu-
Iated. by the rising of the Malkarii stars, the Pleiades, at
the time of the setting of the sun. Thus, in the Society
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group, the year was divided in Makarii-i-nia, Pleiades
above the horizon, and Makarii-i-raro, Pleiades below—
the first from November to May, the latter from May to
November. In the Hawalian group the year was also
divided in two seasons—Hooilo, the rainy season, from
about 2oth November to zoth May; and Kaw, the dry
geason, from zoth May to 2oth November! In the
Samoan, Zaw or Tau-sanga meant originally a period of
six months, and afterwards was employed to express the
full year, or twelvemonth, as in the Tonga group. There
are traces also on the Society group of the year having
been divided in three seasons, as at one time was done by
the ancient FEgyptians, Arabs, and Greeks, though the
arrangement of the months within each season seems to
me to have been arbitrary, and probably local.

In regard to the division of the year by months, the
Polynesians counted by twelve and by thirteen months,
the former obtaining in the Tonga, Samoan, and Hawailan
groups, the latter in the Marquesas and Society groups.
Tach month consisted of thirty days. It is known that
the Hawaiians, who counted twelve months of thirty days
each, intercalated five days at the end of the month Welehu,
about the 2oth December, which were tabu-days, dedi-
cated to the festival of the god ZLomo; after which the

1 Mr, R. G. Haliburton, of Halifax,
N.S., has shown that the primitive
year of the Pleiades was a pre-histo-
rical tradition, spread amongst almost
all races of mankind in both the new
and old hemispheres, and alike in the
north and south, The leading cha-
racteristics of that year being that it
began on the 1oth day of Athyr, or
November, when the Pleiades, or
their containing constellation, the
Bull—the great Z'au of the Egyptians,
the Taurus of the Latins, the T'hor
of the Scandinavians, and the Atlyr
or Arthur of the ancient Britons—
was on the meridian at midnight.
Vide Life and Work at the Great

Pyramid, 1865, by C. Piazzi Smyth,
vol. i. chap. xii. p. 330.

In the Hawaiian group the red star
in the constellation is called Kao—the
star Autares, in the horns of the Bull
—was also called Makalii. That the
ancient Hawaiians should have called
the constellation of the Bull—Taurus
—by the very name which was one of
the earliest appellations for that ani-
mal, while the Arian stock was yet
unsundered, is one of those quiet but
surprising witnesses to the Western
origin and Arian connection of the
Polynesian family, which rise in judg-
ment against modern theorists of Pa-
puan, Malay, Mexican, or other pro-
clivities.
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New Year began with the first duy of the month Makas;
which day, being the first of the year, was called Makeq-
kili (equivalent to “ commencement-day ™), and afterwards

became the conventional term for a yvear in the ITay

alian,

Marquesas, and Society groups.t  There is evidence thet
the Marquesans ab one time counted the year by ten lunar
months, and called 1t a Zuni—a circle, a round, a revoly.
tion—but how they managed either this or the year of

thirteen months fo correspond with the division by

sea-

sons, or with the sidereal year, I am not informed. Tt ig
probable that in Tahiti the month Ze-eri was occasionally,
perhaps alternately, dropped from the calendar?

That a computation by lunar months preceded the othep
is evident from the very names given to different days in
ne month, but both computations were certainly far older
than the arrival of the Polynesians in the Pacific, They
brought those names and those computations with them,

The absolute Hawaiian expre

ssion of dna-hulu indicates

a primary but subsequently disused division of the month

1 Rev. 8. Dibble, in his History
of the Sandwich Islands, Lahaina-
luna, 1843, p. 108, says : *‘ Those who
took the most care in measuring time
measured it by means both of the
moon and the fixed stars. They di-
vided the year into twelve months,
and each month into thirty days,
They had a distinct name for each of
the days of the month, as hag been
shown on a former page, and com-
menced their numbering on the first
day that the new moon appearsd in
the west. This course made it neces-
sary to drop a day about onee in two
months, and thus reduce their year
into twelve lunations instead of three
hundred and sixty days. This being
about eleven days less than the side-
real year, they discovered the discre-
pancy, and corrected their reckoning
by the stars. In practice, therefore,
the year varied, being sometimes
twelve, sometimes thirteen lunar
months, So also they sometimes

numbered twenty-nine, and some-
times thirty days in a month.” Mr.
Dibble omits to mention that the
“eorrection” of their reckoning “ by
the stars” was made by the intercala-
tion I have referred to. It thus ap-
pears that the Hawaiians employed
two mades of reckoning—by lunar
cycles, whereby the monthly feasts,
or Kapu-days, were regulated; and
the sidereal eycle, by which the close
of the year, and the annual feast of
Lono, was regulated.
® The alternation of twenty-nine
aud thirty days in the Hawailan
months, referred to by Mr. Dibble in
the above note, though certainly notin
general usage among the Hawailans,
yeb, us one of the several modes of
computing fime which they brought
with them from their primitive
abodes, forcibly reminds ome of the
Hebrew and Assyrian  division in
months of alfernate twenty-nine and
thirty days,
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into periods of ten days, corresponding to the increase, the
fall, and the decline of the moon, analogous to the Greek

! E E e 5 B " RO
Dechaemeres and the Egyptian Se-su ; and the institution of
the Hawaiian Kapu or sacred-days at intervals of ten days
seems to favour such a conclusion, for I look upon the
fourth monthly Kapu-day,—that of Kane on the 27th of
the month,—as of subsequent introduction, following so
closely, as it docs, upon the Kapu-day of Kaloa-ku-kahi,
the 24th.!  Though obsolete now in common parlance, the
term Ana-Tulu is of frequent occurrence in the ancient
legends and songs as a measure of time comprising ten
days. .

The Hawaiian day was divided in three general parts,
like that of the early Greeks and Latins,2—morning, noon,
and afternoon— Kalahi-aka, breaking the shadows, scil.
of night ; Awakea, for Ao-akea, the plain, full day; and
Awina-la, the decline of the day. The lapse of the night,
however, was noted by five stations, if I may say so, and
four intervals of time, viz.: (1.) Kiki, at 6 P.M., or about
sunset ; (2.) Pili, between sunset and midnight; (3.) Kau,
indicating midnight; (4.) Pilipuka, between midnight and

18 M. Kamakau, in one of his the other Polynesians, so far as I
articles on ancient Hawaiian beliefs, know, never had a week of seven
refers to an old legend, according to days. On comparing the Ta‘hlt'lan
which “the creation commenced on and Hawailan calendars, and finding
the 26th (27th ?) of the month, on the the I'Yanaloa (‘Tam'f)tf and Kaloa)
day called Kane, and was continued days in the sa'.me.posmon on both, I
during the days called Lono, Mauli, am strongly inclined to believe that

Muku, Hilo, and Hoaks. Insixdays when in after ages the South Poly-
the creation was domne. The seventh nesian element obtained ascendancy
day, the day called Ku, became the in Hawaii, its principal god.Taarm,
first Kapu-day—La-Kapu. The first  Tangarow, and the days dedicated to
and the last of these seven days in him, were interpolated on the Ha-
every month have been kept Kapu wailan calendar, and the Kane-day
ever since by all generations of Ha- and its festival or Kapu was madg to
wailans.” The seven days of creation follow after that of Tearoa, & being
and rest (Kapu) may be a dim re- whom the Hawaiians did not recog-

collection of the Hebrew-Chaldean
version of the ereation ; but the ap-
plication of the first day as a Kapu-
day to Kane is evidently a priestly
commentary, and of later origin. Prac-
tically the Hawaiians, and none of

nise as a divinity in their earlier
ereed, nor until after that invasion of
South Polynesians, of which I shall
have more to say hereafter.

? Hws, Mesor-Huas, and Aen ;
Mane, Meridies, Suprema.
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